Family tree of the rulebooks

105 rules editions and 23 gaps in 11 codes, 1873 to 2026: which edition each one revises, where codes and side lines split off, and where wording was borrowed.

The time axis is not to scale: years with editions are widened so that every edition and gap label fits. Underlined years link to the rulebook or the comparison for that year.

@ Full text on this site O Metadata only (a copy is known; text not on this site) & Citation only (known from a reference; no copy found) [1 Gap (editions presumed; none found)

— Solid line: line parent (the edition it revises), a fork, or a merge -- Dashed line: text parent (wording adapted from another line) or the base of a delta printing

- Dotted line: game ancestor (earlier, separate rules for the same game)
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Data as of 2026-10-06. Dates and labels only; no rule text is shown. Rules text on the site: United States Handball Association, used with written permission.
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